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Prayers for Our Homebound  

Members & Friends 
 
 

Jean Chubway,  
458 Jack Martin Blvd, Apt. 238, Brick, NJ 08724 
 

Barbara Ballo,  
28 First Street, Sayreville, NJ 08872 
 

Ervant Mansfield,  
Heritage at Clara Barton, 1015 Amboy Ave, Apt 
316, Edison, NJ 08837 
 

Carla Ring, 
1084 Mulberry Pl, Toms River, NJ 08753 
 

Deborah Sargeant Sr.,  
3058 Bordentown Ave, Parlin, NJ 08859  

 

Please remember our homebound with a card and 
prayer. 
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CLERK OF SESSION - Christine Vella 
MODERATOR OF DEACONS - TBD 

TREASURER -  Christine Vella 
 SECRETARY - Shirley Weaver 

ORGANISTS - Phyllis Chao & Sharon Munoz 
SEXTONS - Erin Gualdarrama & Shirley Weaver 

MISSION CHAIR - Ruth Beselinoff 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SUNDAY SCHOOL -  

Shirley Weaver 
 
 
 

As of Feb. 2024 
 

OFFICER NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 Joan Downes  Molly Solanki  
 Elaine Lopez  Judy Scharff 
 Elder TBD   Deacons TBD 
 
  
 YOUR ELDERS / THE SESSION 

(Responsible for governing our church affairs) 
 Ruth Beselinoff Mary Porcello 
 George Schaefer Madhu Solanki 
 Christina Vella  

 
YOUR DEACONS 

     (Responsible for assisting our church and  
community in times of need)  

  Jill Berwick     Michelle Herman 
 Megan Jarvis  Lori Ryan 
 Joyce Solanki  Larry Wallace   



March Birthdays 
 

Wishing a very  Happy 

Birthday to: 
 

March 3  Megan Jarvis 
March 10  Patty Van Horn 

March 11  Molly Solanki 
 

Want to see your special date listed?  

Give the office your info. 

 

Sunday School  
 

In February we learnt lessons ”The 
King of Glory Comes & He is Risen” 
both from Growing in Grace and 
Gratitude. The kids are doing well in 
classes. Looking forward to Our Palm 
Sunday Children’s program on March  
24 during service . We hope everyone 

comes out to see the kids. 
 

~Miss Judy & Miss Shirley 

We are looking for a new Sunday 
School teacher to teach our students 
about the Bible, do arts and crafts and 
play games with the kids every other 
weekend. Classes start at 9am. If you 
are interested please see Shirley.   

 

Sunday Worship 
Flowers 

 

Flowers for Sunday Worship are $25.00 for 

two urns. There are many openings.  You 
can order flowers to honor someone or in 

memory of a loved one. Order forms are in 
the pews and mail room.  
 

Please make checks payable to “Cash”. To 

place an order or if you have any questions 
please contact me.               
 - Jean Greene 

PAVERS  
 

We are selling 
engraved pavers 

for our 
"Memorial 

Paver Garden" 
out front.   

 

Want one? 
Complete a 
form and hand it in with your payment. Forms 
are available on our website and in the mailroom 
at the church. For more information, contact 
Shirley in the church office. Pavers will be 
places next year.  

 Boy Scout Sunday 
On February 4, 2024, our local Boy Scouts in Troop 91 

joined us for service. Following service, the scouts 
hosted our coffee hour with donuts and pastries.  



INK CARTRIDGES 
RECYCLE 

    

For the second month our sister church, Trinity 
Methodist, again delivered six used ink cartridges to add 
to our Staples rewards program. They have been so 
generous and caring I will order an office supply for 
them this month. We certainly are one body in Christ 
working together. We also witnessed that during Ash 
Wednesday service at Messiah Lutheran Church. Four 
different churches were represented, sharing home made 
soups, salad, desserts and worshipping together. God is 
good and supplies all are needs. Thank you!!!!!  
Elaine Lopez 

Why the Date for Easter Changes Every Year  
BY ERIN CAVOTO,       JAN 22, 2024  

What's your favorite part of spring? For us, there's no way 
we could narrow it down to just one thing - but Easter is 
definitely a major event that comes to mind. The entire 
holiday is meaningful for so many reasons, including all 
the holiday traditions, like a big Easter brunch or Sunday 
mass with the whole family. But with all these Easter 
activities going on - you should definitely know when 
Easter is so you can start planning!  It may seem obvious 
that Easter Sunday is on... Sunday.  However - the date 
itself changes every year - so things may get a little 
confusing in that sense! Before you plan out this year's 
family Easter egg hunt or get started filling those Easter 
baskets, make sure you know whether the holy day falls 
early or late this year.  
When is Easter in 2024? 
Easter Sunday in 2024 is on Sunday, March 31. This may 
feel a bit early for some, but it's just the way things 
worked out this year! We just hope that the weather isn't 
*too* cold so that you could all take your outdoor Easter 
photos! Also, for reference, the range of dates in which 
Easter could fall on each year is pretty large.  The 
absolute earliest it could fall on is March 22, but you 
won't have to worry about that for now — because the 
next time it'll be that early is in the year 2285! As for the 
latest it can take place - that would be on April 25  
(though, that hasn't happened since 1943.) 
How is the date for Easter determined every year? 
Okay, so we know that Easter Sunday moves around. But 
more specifically, there's a direct range of dates where 
Easter will take place. Easter can only happen on any 
Sunday from March 22 to April 25 (and that's if we're 
talking the Gregorian calendar). But why is this the case? 
And how is the date picked out from this range each year? 
Well, believe it or not, it all has to do with the moon! The 
simplified version is that Easter always falls on the first 
Sunday after the Paschal Full Moon. And if you're 
wondering what that means - it's the first full moon after 
the vernal equinox. On years during which the first full 
moon of spring falls on a Sunday - Easter is observed the 
following week. The moon's cycles played an important 
role in ancient times and it remains the way the date of 
Jewish holidays are determined - including Passover.  
Eventually, Christians decided to observe Easter during 
the same time as Passover - with early celebrations 
occurring on the first Sunday after the first full moon of 
spring. 
When is Lent in 2024? 
Easter's rotating date is why Lent also changes every 
year. In 2024, Lent will begin on Wednesday, February 
14 and will last until Thursday, March 28. The Easter date 
is decided first, and then the season of Lent is determined 
from that day. That means that Ash Wednesday is on 
February 14, Holy Thursday is on Thursday, March 28 
and Good Friday is on Friday, March 29 (all that's left to 
figure out is what to give up on Lent this year). 
Submitted by Gerry Ring 

March Quotes 
Ask the LORD for rain in the springtime; it is the LORD 
who sends the thunderstorms. He gives showers of rain 
to all people, and plants of the field to everyone. 
― Zechariah 10: 1 
“March, when days are getting long, Let thy growing 
hours be strong to set right some wintry wrong.” 
― Caroline May 
“Our life is March weather, savage and serene in one 
hour.”― Ralph Waldo Emerson 
“The first day of spring is one thing, and the first spring 
day is another.  The difference between them is some-
times as great as a month.”― Henry Van Dyke, Fisher-
man’s Luck 
“Springtime is the land awakening. The March winds 
are the morning yawn.” 
― Lewis Grizzard 
Submitted by Molly Solanki 

Easter Quotes 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.  ― John 3:16 
"Unless there is Good Friday in your life, there can be 
no Easter Sunday." ―Fulton J. Sheen 
"It's not about the bunny; it's about the lamb." 
―Unknown 
"Easter is the demonstration of God that life is 
essentially spiritual and timeless."  
―Charles M. Crowe 
"The story of Easter is the story of God’s wonderful 
window of divine surprise." ―Carl Knudsen 
"Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in 
books alone, but in every leaf in springtime.” ―Martin 
Luther 
"The very first Easter taught us this: that life never ends 
and love never dies." ―Kate McGahan 
"Easter is a time when God turned the inevitability of 
death into the invincibility of life."  
―Craig D. Lounsbrough 
https://www.fillingthejars.com/month-of-march-quotes/ 
Submitted by Molly Solanki 

https://www.thepioneerwoman.com/author/224187/erin-cavoto/
https://www.thepioneerwoman.com/just-for-fun/a39048040/first-day-of-spring-equinox/
https://www.thepioneerwoman.com/holidays-celebrations/g35450759/easter-traditions/
https://www.thepioneerwoman.com/food-cooking/meals-menus/g35213312/easter-brunch-ideas/
https://www.thepioneerwoman.com/holidays-celebrations/a38848603/virtual-easter-sunday-mass-online/
https://www.thepioneerwoman.com/holidays-celebrations/a38848603/virtual-easter-sunday-mass-online/
https://www.thepioneerwoman.com/holidays-celebrations/g35311035/easter-activities/
https://www.thepioneerwoman.com/holidays-celebrations/g35311035/easter-activities/
https://www.thepioneerwoman.com/holidays-celebrations/g35535020/easter-egg-hunt-ideas/
https://www.thepioneerwoman.com/home-lifestyle/crafts-diy/g35325574/easter-baskets/
https://www.thepioneerwoman.com/home-lifestyle/crafts-diy/g35325574/easter-baskets/
https://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/gregorian-calendar.html
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1616970&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fmagazine-35880795&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thepioneerwoman.com%2Fholidays-celebrations%2Fa35351693%2Fwhen-is-easter%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medi
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1616970&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fmagazine-35880795&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thepioneerwoman.com%2Fholidays-celebrations%2Fa35351693%2Fwhen-is-easter%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medi
https://www.learnreligions.com/paschal-full-moon-700617
https://www.learnreligions.com/paschal-full-moon-700617
https://www.learnreligions.com/paschal-full-moon-700617
https://www.thepioneerwoman.com/holidays-celebrations/a39179467/when-is-ash-wednesday/
https://www.thepioneerwoman.com/holidays-celebrations/g39227713/give-up-for-lent/


Board of Deacons 
"Ask and you will receive." 
No one necessarily knows what all our needs 

are. We have to ask for so many things in 
our life. But our heavenly Father knows 

what we need! He taught us to pray, “Give 
us today our daily bread.” Even though He 
knows we become hungry every day, why 

does He not give us without asking? Perhaps 
it’s because we do not always realize the true 

value of many things that we receive without 
asking. Therefore, we are likely to waste it, 

and it is possible that we may undermine its 
value, not appreciate it, or even throw it 
out. The beggar has to leave his place and 

get out with a bowl and ask the one who has 
an upper hand as a giver! The giver is greater 

than the receiver. The one who receives has 
to accept the giver's superiority! Therefore 

give! You can give so many things. Do not 
worry if you do not have money! You can 
give your time, your energy, advice, or any 

other kind of assistance. A few words of 
encouragement can raise a person from the 

pit of depression! A pat on someone's back 
could go a long way! Use your talents to 

uplift someone's life.  
Dear church members, if you have any concerns or 
needs, please let the deacons know. They may be 

able to assist in any way they can. 

 In my distress I called to the Lord; I cried to 
my God for help. From his temple he heard 

my voice; my cry came before him, into his 
ears. - Psalm 18:6 (NIV)      ~Joyce Solanki 

 

 

Installation of Officers was on Feb. 18 

Mary Porcello and Christine Vella were reinstalled into 
active service as Elders. Lori Ryan and Michelle 

Herman were reinstalled into active service as Deacons.  



         

 March 17 

 St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

 2pm 

 March 24  

 Palm Sunday  

 Children’s Program 

 during Service 

 March 21 

 Maundy Thursday Service 

 TBD 

 

 March 22 

 Good Friday Service  

 TBD 

 

 March 31 

 Easter Sunday Service  

Copyright©2015 HarperCollins Christian Publishing 

Copyright©2015 HarperCollins Christian Publishing 

Copyright©2015 HarperCollins Christian Publishing 



All Year Long!  
 

What is the biggest Christian holiday of the year? Perhaps a better question, 
which one ought to be? Some of us may be tempted to say Christmas because 
our culture and even many churches give it the most emphasis. We decorate our 
sanctuaries differently, we sing different hymns, Christian radio stations play 
different music; why don’t we give Easter the same treatment? The answer 
might surprise you.  
 
The reason why it appears we don’t give Easter the same treatment, is because 
it is the event that literally shapes our Christian culture for the entire year! The 
songs that we sing, the decor of our sanctuary, the things we emphasize in our 
sermons are all rooted in remembering the events of Holy Week.  
 
Think about some of our favorite hymns for a moment. Nothing but the Blood of 
Jesus, The Old Rugged Cross, Amazing Grace, Because He Lives…these are 
hymns that are based on the events of Holy Week, yet are sung all year round in 
our church.  
 
Then think about the permanent furnishings of our sanctuary. We have the cross 
hanging high above our pulpit, permanently commemorating Good Friday. We 
also have the communion table, which goes back to Maundy Thursday. Though 
we partake of communion once a month, it is there every week to direct our 
minds to.  
 
So while Holy Week may not get the fanfare that Christmas does, it’s influence in 
the church is felt far more deeply. It has been rightfully said that we celebrate 
Holy Week all year long!   
 
I pray that this year you make plans to join us at our upcoming joint worship 
services for Maundy Thursday & Good Friday to reflect on these truths more 
purposefully during this season. However, I pray all the more that these truths 
are on your mind year round, as our minds should always be pointed towards 
the cross and the empty tomb that bought and secured our salvation. Thanks be 
to God!  
 

      John Mottley 
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Prayers for Our Homebound  

Members & Friends 
 
 

Jean Chubway,  
458 Jack Martin Blvd, Apt. 238, Brick, NJ 08724 
 

Barbara Ballo,  
28 First Street, Sayreville, NJ 08872 
 

Ervant Mansfield,  
Heritage at Clara Barton, 1015 Amboy Ave, Apt 
316, Edison, NJ 08837 
 

Carla Ring, 
1084 Mulberry Pl, Toms River, NJ 08753 
 

Deborah Sargeant Sr.,  
3058 Bordentown Ave, Parlin, NJ 08859  

 

Please remember our homebound with a card and 
prayer. 

 

 

 

 

South Amboy 

100 North Broadway 

South Amboy, NJ 08879 

(732) 721-0187 

www.amboybank.com 

 

CLERK OF SESSION - Christine Vella 
MODERATOR OF DEACONS - TBD 

TREASURER -  Christine Vella 
 SECRETARY - Shirley Weaver 

ORGANISTS - Phyllis Chao & Sharon Munoz 
SEXTONS - Erin Gualdarrama & Shirley Weaver 

MISSION CHAIR - Ruth Beselinoff 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SUNDAY SCHOOL -  

Shirley Weaver 
 
 
 

As of Feb. 2024 
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March Birthdays 
 

Wishing a very  Happy 

Birthday to: 
 

March 3  Megan Jarvis 
March 10  Patty Van Horn 

March 11  Molly Solanki 
 

Want to see your special date listed?  

Give the office your info. 

 

Sunday School  
 

In February we learnt lessons ”The 
King of Glory Comes & He is Risen” 
both from Growing in Grace and 
Gratitude. The kids are doing well in 
classes. Looking forward to Our Palm 
Sunday Children’s program on March  
24 during service . We hope everyone 

comes out to see the kids. 
 

~Miss Judy & Miss Shirley 

We are looking for a new Sunday 
School teacher to teach our students 
about the Bible, do arts and crafts and 
play games with the kids every other 
weekend. Classes start at 9am. If you 
are interested please see Shirley.   

 

Sunday Worship 
Flowers 

 

Flowers for Sunday Worship are $25.00 for 

two urns. There are many openings.  You 
can order flowers to honor someone or in 

memory of a loved one. Order forms are in 
the pews and mail room.  
 

Please make checks payable to “Cash”. To 

place an order or if you have any questions 
please contact me.               
 - Jean Greene 

PAVERS  
 

We are selling 
engraved pavers 

for our 
"Memorial 

Paver Garden" 
out front.   

 

Want one? 
Complete a 
form and hand it in with your payment. Forms 
are available on our website and in the mailroom 
at the church. For more information, contact 
Shirley in the church office. Pavers will be 
places next year.  

 Boy Scout Sunday 
On February 4, 2024, our local Boy Scouts in Troop 91 

joined us for service. Following service, the scouts 
hosted our coffee hour with donuts and pastries.  



INK CARTRIDGES 
RECYCLE 

    

For the second month our sister church, Trinity 
Methodist, again delivered six used ink cartridges to add 
to our Staples rewards program. They have been so 
generous and caring I will order an office supply for 
them this month. We certainly are one body in Christ 
working together. We also witnessed that during Ash 
Wednesday service at Messiah Lutheran Church. Four 
different churches were represented, sharing home made 
soups, salad, desserts and worshipping together. God is 
good and supplies all are needs. Thank you!!!!!  
Elaine Lopez 

Why the Date for Easter Changes Every Year  
BY ERIN CAVOTO,       JAN 22, 2024  

What's your favorite part of spring? For us, there's no way 
we could narrow it down to just one thing - but Easter is 
definitely a major event that comes to mind. The entire 
holiday is meaningful for so many reasons, including all 
the holiday traditions, like a big Easter brunch or Sunday 
mass with the whole family. But with all these Easter 
activities going on - you should definitely know when 
Easter is so you can start planning!  It may seem obvious 
that Easter Sunday is on... Sunday.  However - the date 
itself changes every year - so things may get a little 
confusing in that sense! Before you plan out this year's 
family Easter egg hunt or get started filling those Easter 
baskets, make sure you know whether the holy day falls 
early or late this year.  
When is Easter in 2024? 
Easter Sunday in 2024 is on Sunday, March 31. This may 
feel a bit early for some, but it's just the way things 
worked out this year! We just hope that the weather isn't 
*too* cold so that you could all take your outdoor Easter 
photos! Also, for reference, the range of dates in which 
Easter could fall on each year is pretty large.  The 
absolute earliest it could fall on is March 22, but you 
won't have to worry about that for now — because the 
next time it'll be that early is in the year 2285! As for the 
latest it can take place - that would be on April 25  
(though, that hasn't happened since 1943.) 
How is the date for Easter determined every year? 
Okay, so we know that Easter Sunday moves around. But 
more specifically, there's a direct range of dates where 
Easter will take place. Easter can only happen on any 
Sunday from March 22 to April 25 (and that's if we're 
talking the Gregorian calendar). But why is this the case? 
And how is the date picked out from this range each year? 
Well, believe it or not, it all has to do with the moon! The 
simplified version is that Easter always falls on the first 
Sunday after the Paschal Full Moon. And if you're 
wondering what that means - it's the first full moon after 
the vernal equinox. On years during which the first full 
moon of spring falls on a Sunday - Easter is observed the 
following week. The moon's cycles played an important 
role in ancient times and it remains the way the date of 
Jewish holidays are determined - including Passover.  
Eventually, Christians decided to observe Easter during 
the same time as Passover - with early celebrations 
occurring on the first Sunday after the first full moon of 
spring. 
When is Lent in 2024? 
Easter's rotating date is why Lent also changes every 
year. In 2024, Lent will begin on Wednesday, February 
14 and will last until Thursday, March 28. The Easter date 
is decided first, and then the season of Lent is determined 
from that day. That means that Ash Wednesday is on 
February 14, Holy Thursday is on Thursday, March 28 
and Good Friday is on Friday, March 29 (all that's left to 
figure out is what to give up on Lent this year). 
Submitted by Gerry Ring 

March Quotes 
Ask the LORD for rain in the springtime; it is the LORD 
who sends the thunderstorms. He gives showers of rain 
to all people, and plants of the field to everyone. 
― Zechariah 10: 1 
“March, when days are getting long, Let thy growing 
hours be strong to set right some wintry wrong.” 
― Caroline May 
“Our life is March weather, savage and serene in one 
hour.”― Ralph Waldo Emerson 
“The first day of spring is one thing, and the first spring 
day is another.  The difference between them is some-
times as great as a month.”― Henry Van Dyke, Fisher-
man’s Luck 
“Springtime is the land awakening. The March winds 
are the morning yawn.” 
― Lewis Grizzard 
Submitted by Molly Solanki 

Easter Quotes 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.  ― John 3:16 
"Unless there is Good Friday in your life, there can be 
no Easter Sunday." ―Fulton J. Sheen 
"It's not about the bunny; it's about the lamb." 
―Unknown 
"Easter is the demonstration of God that life is 
essentially spiritual and timeless."  
―Charles M. Crowe 
"The story of Easter is the story of God’s wonderful 
window of divine surprise." ―Carl Knudsen 
"Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in 
books alone, but in every leaf in springtime.” ―Martin 
Luther 
"The very first Easter taught us this: that life never ends 
and love never dies." ―Kate McGahan 
"Easter is a time when God turned the inevitability of 
death into the invincibility of life."  
―Craig D. Lounsbrough 
https://www.fillingthejars.com/month-of-march-quotes/ 
Submitted by Molly Solanki 
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Board of Deacons 
"Ask and you will receive." 
No one necessarily knows what all our needs 

are. We have to ask for so many things in 
our life. But our heavenly Father knows 

what we need! He taught us to pray, “Give 
us today our daily bread.” Even though He 
knows we become hungry every day, why 

does He not give us without asking? Perhaps 
it’s because we do not always realize the true 

value of many things that we receive without 
asking. Therefore, we are likely to waste it, 

and it is possible that we may undermine its 
value, not appreciate it, or even throw it 
out. The beggar has to leave his place and 

get out with a bowl and ask the one who has 
an upper hand as a giver! The giver is greater 

than the receiver. The one who receives has 
to accept the giver's superiority! Therefore 

give! You can give so many things. Do not 
worry if you do not have money! You can 
give your time, your energy, advice, or any 

other kind of assistance. A few words of 
encouragement can raise a person from the 

pit of depression! A pat on someone's back 
could go a long way! Use your talents to 

uplift someone's life.  
Dear church members, if you have any concerns or 
needs, please let the deacons know. They may be 

able to assist in any way they can. 

 In my distress I called to the Lord; I cried to 
my God for help. From his temple he heard 

my voice; my cry came before him, into his 
ears. - Psalm 18:6 (NIV)      ~Joyce Solanki 

 

 

Installation of Officers was on Feb. 18 

Mary Porcello and Christine Vella were reinstalled into 
active service as Elders. Lori Ryan and Michelle 

Herman were reinstalled into active service as Deacons.  



         

 March 17 

 St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

 2pm 

 March 24  

 Palm Sunday  

 Children’s Program 

 during Service 

 March 21 

 Maundy Thursday Service 

 TBD 

 

 March 22 

 Good Friday Service  

 TBD 

 

 March 31 

 Easter Sunday Service  
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All Year Long!  
 

What is the biggest Christian holiday of the year? Perhaps a better question, 
which one ought to be? Some of us may be tempted to say Christmas because 
our culture and even many churches give it the most emphasis. We decorate our 
sanctuaries differently, we sing different hymns, Christian radio stations play 
different music; why don’t we give Easter the same treatment? The answer 
might surprise you.  
 
The reason why it appears we don’t give Easter the same treatment, is because 
it is the event that literally shapes our Christian culture for the entire year! The 
songs that we sing, the decor of our sanctuary, the things we emphasize in our 
sermons are all rooted in remembering the events of Holy Week.  
 
Think about some of our favorite hymns for a moment. Nothing but the Blood of 
Jesus, The Old Rugged Cross, Amazing Grace, Because He Lives…these are 
hymns that are based on the events of Holy Week, yet are sung all year round in 
our church.  
 
Then think about the permanent furnishings of our sanctuary. We have the cross 
hanging high above our pulpit, permanently commemorating Good Friday. We 
also have the communion table, which goes back to Maundy Thursday. Though 
we partake of communion once a month, it is there every week to direct our 
minds to.  
 
So while Holy Week may not get the fanfare that Christmas does, it’s influence in 
the church is felt far more deeply. It has been rightfully said that we celebrate 
Holy Week all year long!   
 
I pray that this year you make plans to join us at our upcoming joint worship 
services for Maundy Thursday & Good Friday to reflect on these truths more 
purposefully during this season. However, I pray all the more that these truths 
are on your mind year round, as our minds should always be pointed towards 
the cross and the empty tomb that bought and secured our salvation. Thanks be 
to God!  
 

      John Mottley 
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Sunday Worship               10:30 am  

Sunday School   Oct—June    9:00 am 
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Prayers for Our Homebound  

Members & Friends 
 
 

Jean Chubway,  
458 Jack Martin Blvd, Apt. 238, Brick, NJ 08724 
 

Barbara Ballo,  
28 First Street, Sayreville, NJ 08872 
 

Ervant Mansfield,  
Heritage at Clara Barton, 1015 Amboy Ave, Apt 
316, Edison, NJ 08837 
 

Carla Ring, 
1084 Mulberry Pl, Toms River, NJ 08753 
 

Deborah Sargeant Sr.,  
3058 Bordentown Ave, Parlin, NJ 08859  

 

Please remember our homebound with a card and 
prayer. 

 

 

 

 

South Amboy 

100 North Broadway 

South Amboy, NJ 08879 

(732) 721-0187 

www.amboybank.com 

 

CLERK OF SESSION - Christine Vella 
MODERATOR OF DEACONS - TBD 

TREASURER -  Christine Vella 
 SECRETARY - Shirley Weaver 

ORGANISTS - Phyllis Chao & Sharon Munoz 
SEXTONS - Erin Gualdarrama & Shirley Weaver 

MISSION CHAIR - Ruth Beselinoff 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SUNDAY SCHOOL -  

Shirley Weaver 
 
 
 

As of Feb. 2024 
 

OFFICER NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 Joan Downes  Molly Solanki  
 Elaine Lopez  Judy Scharff 
 Elder TBD   Deacons TBD 
 
  
 YOUR ELDERS / THE SESSION 

(Responsible for governing our church affairs) 
 Ruth Beselinoff Mary Porcello 
 George Schaefer Madhu Solanki 
 Christina Vella  

 
YOUR DEACONS 

     (Responsible for assisting our church and  
community in times of need)  

  Jill Berwick     Michelle Herman 
 Megan Jarvis  Lori Ryan 
 Joyce Solanki  Larry Wallace   



March Birthdays 
 

Wishing a very  Happy 

Birthday to: 
 

March 3  Megan Jarvis 
March 10  Patty Van Horn 

March 11  Molly Solanki 
 

Want to see your special date listed?  

Give the office your info. 

 

Sunday School  
 

In February we learnt lessons ”The 
King of Glory Comes & He is Risen” 
both from Growing in Grace and 
Gratitude. The kids are doing well in 
classes. Looking forward to Our Palm 
Sunday Children’s program on March  
24 during service . We hope everyone 

comes out to see the kids. 
 

~Miss Judy & Miss Shirley 

We are looking for a new Sunday 
School teacher to teach our students 
about the Bible, do arts and crafts and 
play games with the kids every other 
weekend. Classes start at 9am. If you 
are interested please see Shirley.   

 

Sunday Worship 
Flowers 

 

Flowers for Sunday Worship are $25.00 for 

two urns. There are many openings.  You 
can order flowers to honor someone or in 

memory of a loved one. Order forms are in 
the pews and mail room.  
 

Please make checks payable to “Cash”. To 

place an order or if you have any questions 
please contact me.               
 - Jean Greene 

PAVERS  
 

We are selling 
engraved pavers 

for our 
"Memorial 

Paver Garden" 
out front.   

 

Want one? 
Complete a 
form and hand it in with your payment. Forms 
are available on our website and in the mailroom 
at the church. For more information, contact 
Shirley in the church office. Pavers will be 
places next year.  

 Boy Scout Sunday 
On February 4, 2024, our local Boy Scouts in Troop 91 

joined us for service. Following service, the scouts 
hosted our coffee hour with donuts and pastries.  



INK CARTRIDGES 
RECYCLE 

    

For the second month our sister church, Trinity 
Methodist, again delivered six used ink cartridges to add 
to our Staples rewards program. They have been so 
generous and caring I will order an office supply for 
them this month. We certainly are one body in Christ 
working together. We also witnessed that during Ash 
Wednesday service at Messiah Lutheran Church. Four 
different churches were represented, sharing home made 
soups, salad, desserts and worshipping together. God is 
good and supplies all are needs. Thank you!!!!!  
Elaine Lopez 

Why the Date for Easter Changes Every Year  
BY ERIN CAVOTO,       JAN 22, 2024  

What's your favorite part of spring? For us, there's no way 
we could narrow it down to just one thing - but Easter is 
definitely a major event that comes to mind. The entire 
holiday is meaningful for so many reasons, including all 
the holiday traditions, like a big Easter brunch or Sunday 
mass with the whole family. But with all these Easter 
activities going on - you should definitely know when 
Easter is so you can start planning!  It may seem obvious 
that Easter Sunday is on... Sunday.  However - the date 
itself changes every year - so things may get a little 
confusing in that sense! Before you plan out this year's 
family Easter egg hunt or get started filling those Easter 
baskets, make sure you know whether the holy day falls 
early or late this year.  
When is Easter in 2024? 
Easter Sunday in 2024 is on Sunday, March 31. This may 
feel a bit early for some, but it's just the way things 
worked out this year! We just hope that the weather isn't 
*too* cold so that you could all take your outdoor Easter 
photos! Also, for reference, the range of dates in which 
Easter could fall on each year is pretty large.  The 
absolute earliest it could fall on is March 22, but you 
won't have to worry about that for now — because the 
next time it'll be that early is in the year 2285! As for the 
latest it can take place - that would be on April 25  
(though, that hasn't happened since 1943.) 
How is the date for Easter determined every year? 
Okay, so we know that Easter Sunday moves around. But 
more specifically, there's a direct range of dates where 
Easter will take place. Easter can only happen on any 
Sunday from March 22 to April 25 (and that's if we're 
talking the Gregorian calendar). But why is this the case? 
And how is the date picked out from this range each year? 
Well, believe it or not, it all has to do with the moon! The 
simplified version is that Easter always falls on the first 
Sunday after the Paschal Full Moon. And if you're 
wondering what that means - it's the first full moon after 
the vernal equinox. On years during which the first full 
moon of spring falls on a Sunday - Easter is observed the 
following week. The moon's cycles played an important 
role in ancient times and it remains the way the date of 
Jewish holidays are determined - including Passover.  
Eventually, Christians decided to observe Easter during 
the same time as Passover - with early celebrations 
occurring on the first Sunday after the first full moon of 
spring. 
When is Lent in 2024? 
Easter's rotating date is why Lent also changes every 
year. In 2024, Lent will begin on Wednesday, February 
14 and will last until Thursday, March 28. The Easter date 
is decided first, and then the season of Lent is determined 
from that day. That means that Ash Wednesday is on 
February 14, Holy Thursday is on Thursday, March 28 
and Good Friday is on Friday, March 29 (all that's left to 
figure out is what to give up on Lent this year). 
Submitted by Gerry Ring 

March Quotes 
Ask the LORD for rain in the springtime; it is the LORD 
who sends the thunderstorms. He gives showers of rain 
to all people, and plants of the field to everyone. 
― Zechariah 10: 1 
“March, when days are getting long, Let thy growing 
hours be strong to set right some wintry wrong.” 
― Caroline May 
“Our life is March weather, savage and serene in one 
hour.”― Ralph Waldo Emerson 
“The first day of spring is one thing, and the first spring 
day is another.  The difference between them is some-
times as great as a month.”― Henry Van Dyke, Fisher-
man’s Luck 
“Springtime is the land awakening. The March winds 
are the morning yawn.” 
― Lewis Grizzard 
Submitted by Molly Solanki 

Easter Quotes 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.  ― John 3:16 
"Unless there is Good Friday in your life, there can be 
no Easter Sunday." ―Fulton J. Sheen 
"It's not about the bunny; it's about the lamb." 
―Unknown 
"Easter is the demonstration of God that life is 
essentially spiritual and timeless."  
―Charles M. Crowe 
"The story of Easter is the story of God’s wonderful 
window of divine surprise." ―Carl Knudsen 
"Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in 
books alone, but in every leaf in springtime.” ―Martin 
Luther 
"The very first Easter taught us this: that life never ends 
and love never dies." ―Kate McGahan 
"Easter is a time when God turned the inevitability of 
death into the invincibility of life."  
―Craig D. Lounsbrough 
https://www.fillingthejars.com/month-of-march-quotes/ 
Submitted by Molly Solanki 
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Board of Deacons 
"Ask and you will receive." 
No one necessarily knows what all our needs 

are. We have to ask for so many things in 
our life. But our heavenly Father knows 

what we need! He taught us to pray, “Give 
us today our daily bread.” Even though He 
knows we become hungry every day, why 

does He not give us without asking? Perhaps 
it’s because we do not always realize the true 

value of many things that we receive without 
asking. Therefore, we are likely to waste it, 

and it is possible that we may undermine its 
value, not appreciate it, or even throw it 
out. The beggar has to leave his place and 

get out with a bowl and ask the one who has 
an upper hand as a giver! The giver is greater 

than the receiver. The one who receives has 
to accept the giver's superiority! Therefore 

give! You can give so many things. Do not 
worry if you do not have money! You can 
give your time, your energy, advice, or any 

other kind of assistance. A few words of 
encouragement can raise a person from the 

pit of depression! A pat on someone's back 
could go a long way! Use your talents to 

uplift someone's life.  
Dear church members, if you have any concerns or 
needs, please let the deacons know. They may be 

able to assist in any way they can. 

 In my distress I called to the Lord; I cried to 
my God for help. From his temple he heard 

my voice; my cry came before him, into his 
ears. - Psalm 18:6 (NIV)      ~Joyce Solanki 

 

 

Installation of Officers was on Feb. 18 

Mary Porcello and Christine Vella were reinstalled into 
active service as Elders. Lori Ryan and Michelle 

Herman were reinstalled into active service as Deacons.  



         

 March 17 

 St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

 2pm 

 March 24  

 Palm Sunday  

 Children’s Program 

 during Service 

 March 21 

 Maundy Thursday Service 

 TBD 

 

 March 22 

 Good Friday Service  

 TBD 

 

 March 31 

 Easter Sunday Service  
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All Year Long!  
 

What is the biggest Christian holiday of the year? Perhaps a better question, 
which one ought to be? Some of us may be tempted to say Christmas because 
our culture and even many churches give it the most emphasis. We decorate our 
sanctuaries differently, we sing different hymns, Christian radio stations play 
different music; why don’t we give Easter the same treatment? The answer 
might surprise you.  
 
The reason why it appears we don’t give Easter the same treatment, is because 
it is the event that literally shapes our Christian culture for the entire year! The 
songs that we sing, the decor of our sanctuary, the things we emphasize in our 
sermons are all rooted in remembering the events of Holy Week.  
 
Think about some of our favorite hymns for a moment. Nothing but the Blood of 
Jesus, The Old Rugged Cross, Amazing Grace, Because He Lives…these are 
hymns that are based on the events of Holy Week, yet are sung all year round in 
our church.  
 
Then think about the permanent furnishings of our sanctuary. We have the cross 
hanging high above our pulpit, permanently commemorating Good Friday. We 
also have the communion table, which goes back to Maundy Thursday. Though 
we partake of communion once a month, it is there every week to direct our 
minds to.  
 
So while Holy Week may not get the fanfare that Christmas does, it’s influence in 
the church is felt far more deeply. It has been rightfully said that we celebrate 
Holy Week all year long!   
 
I pray that this year you make plans to join us at our upcoming joint worship 
services for Maundy Thursday & Good Friday to reflect on these truths more 
purposefully during this season. However, I pray all the more that these truths 
are on your mind year round, as our minds should always be pointed towards 
the cross and the empty tomb that bought and secured our salvation. Thanks be 
to God!  
 

      John Mottley 


